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T H E O D O R E  B E R L A N D  
G o l d  M i n e r s  
T h e y  w e r e  t w o  c o u p l e s  f r o m  a  c i t y  i n  t h e  L o w e r  4 8 ,  s p e n d i n g  f o u r  w e e k s  i n  A l a s k a ,  
e x p e r i e n c i n g  t h e  l a s t  w i l d e r n e s s ,  L e s l i e  a n d  T o m ,  E l a i n e  a n d  F r a n k .  T h e y  h a d  c o m e  
t o  s e e  t h e  m o s t  i n c r e d i b l e  m o u n t a i n  o n  t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e  I n d i a n s  h a d  n a m e d  
i t  T h e  H i g h  O n e .  I t s  p e r m a n e n t l y  g l a c i a t e d  p e a k  w a s  s h r o u d e d  n o t  o n l y  i n  c l o u d s  
b u t  i n  n a t i v e  m y s t i c i s m .  E v e n  m o d e r n  A l a s k a n s  s p o k e  o f  i t  i n  h u s h e d  v o i c e s :  " H e  
m a k e s  h i s  o w n  w e a t h e r ; '  t h e y  s a i d ,  a n d ,  " H e  i s  n o t  l i k e  o t h e r  m o u n t a i n s .  T h o s e  w h o  
a t t e m p t  t o  c l i m b  h i m  d o  n o t  l i v e  t o  t e l l  a b o u t  i t : '  
J u s t  t o  s e e  " h i m "  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  e n o u g h  f o r  t h e m .  T h e  p e a k  h a d  b e e n  o b s c u r e d  
b y  c l o u d s  f o r  t h r e e  w e e k s .  A f t e r  t h e y  a r r i v e d ,  o n  A l a s k a ' s  o n l y  t r a i n ,  i n  t h e  i n c r e d i -
b l e  v a l l e y  t h a t  w a s  r i n g e d  b y  t h e  c o n t i n e n t ' s  h i g h e s t  m o u n t a i n s ,  t h e y  b o a r d e d  a  r e n o -
v a t e d  s c h o o l  b u s  t h a t  b o u n c e d  a n d  s l i d  f o r  s i x  h o u r s  o v e r  g r a v e l  r o a d ,  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  
s t o p p e d  s o  i t s  p a s s e n g e r s  c o u l d  o b s e r v e  a n d  p h o t o g r a p h  c a r i b o u  a n d  b e a r  a n d  m o o s e  
a n d  o t h e r  w i l d  a n i m a l s  b e s i d e  t h e  r o a d .  T h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n  w a s  a  s m a l l  l o d g e  w h i c h ,  
t h e i r  t r a v e l  a g e n t  h a d  a s s u r e d  t h e m ,  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  t h e  b e s t  v i e w  o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n ;  
t h e y  w o u l d  s t a y  t h e r e  f o r  t w o  d a y s .  
T h e  " l o d g e "  w a s  a  f a r  c r y  f r o m  t h e  l o d g e s  t h e y  h a d  s t a y e d  a t  o n  t h i s  t r i p :  b i g  a n d  
r u s t i c ,  y e t  o f f e r i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  a m e n i t i e s  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  T h i s  w a s  a  t i n y  f r o n t i e r  m o t e l  
t h a t  h a d  b e e n  h e w n  o u t  o f  r o u g h  t i m b e r ,  w i t h  a  c e n t r a l  r o o m  f o r  e a t i n g  a n d  f o r  m e e t i n g  
t h e  f e w  o t h e r  f o l k s  w h o  c o u l d  a f f o r d  t o  s t a y  t h e r e ,  a n d  a  d o z e n  t i n y  r o o m s ,  e a c h  f i l l e d  
b y  a  d o u b l e  b e d  t h a t  w a s  a l m o s t  w a l l - t o - w a l l .  
T h e  b u s  w i t h  t h e  t w o  c o u p l e s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  g u e s t s  a r r i v e d  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  
T h e  f o u r  h a d  d i n n e r  a n d  f e l l  i n t o  t h e i r  b e d s  w i t h  h e a d i n e s s  p r o v o k e d  b y  c l e a r  a i r ,  
h i g h  a l t i t u d e ,  a n d  w i n e .  T h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  t h e y  p a n n e d  f o r  g o l d  ( u n s u c c e s s f u l l y )  i n  
a  n e a r b y  s t r e a m ,  e x p l o r e d  t h e  l a n d s c a p e ,  p h o t o g r a p h e d  b e a r ,  c a r i b o u ,  m o o s e ,  a n d  
c a u g h t  a  g l i m p s e  o f  T h e  H i g h  O n e  a s  t h e  c l o u d s  p a r t e d  f o r  a  f e w  m i n u t e s  i n  t h e  b r i g h t  
s u n s h i n e ,  w h e n  t h e y  r e t u r n e d  f o r  l u n c h .  T h e y  w e r e  t h e  o n l y  t o u r i s t s  a t  t h e  m e a l .  
T h i s  w a s  t h e  i n - b e t w e e n  t i m e .  T h o s e  w h o  c a m e  f o r  o n e  o u t r a g e o u s l y  e x p e n s i v e  n i g h t  
h a d  a l r e a d y  l e f t  o n  t h e  b o u n c y  t r i p  b a c k  t o  t h e  t r a i n .  T w o  m e n  w h o  w e r e  s t a y i n g  
a  w e e k  h a d  h i k e d  o f f  e a r l i e r  t o  p h o t o g r a p h  m o u n t a i n  s h e e p  a t  n e a r b y  p e a k s .  
T h e  t ; w o  y o u n g  w o m e n  w h o  r a n  t h e  l o d g e ,  o b v i o u s l y  l o n e l y  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  
f r o n t i e r ,  w e r e  e n t e r t a i n i n g  t h r e e  u n s h a v e n ,  h a r d - d r i n k i n g  m e n  i n  o v e r a l l s .  T h e i r  f a m i l i a r -
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ity with the women indicated that they were not lodge guests. It was a scene out of 
a movie. It reminded Leslie of the frontier play they had seen earlier in their trip, 
at Skagway, the doorway to the Klondike. There in 1896-98 hordes of men had walked 
off creaking sailboats to embark on the long trip by foot and homemade dingies. Each 
man carried about 100 pounds of provisions and equipment, seeking his fortune in 
the yellow metal that was supposed to be under the tundra. Few of the mob actually 
made it all the way to the new El Dorado. Of these, only a handful actually found 
gold. Fewer were able to keep it. 
Leslie abruptly realized that these three were not actors; their shoulder holsters bulged 
with the reality of the longest revolvers she had ever seen, in movies or real life. The 
two women laughed at their jokes, smiled at their advances and served them all the 
food and wine and flirting they wanted. 
As the four tourists ate their lunches, they couldn't help but hear in that small 
room that the men were gold miners. They were more than neighbors who happened 
to drop by; the three were openly courting these two women. It seemed a permanent 
pentagonal affair. If so, it outdid any triangular love affair, at least during the sum-
mer, for in winter no one could live up there. 
When Leslie and Elaine left for their rooms after lunch, their husbands began talk-
ing to the miners who told them of the discovery of gold and silver in nearby hills 
some twenty years after the Klondike gold rush. Modern miners use powerful machines 
to extract gold from the trailings left behind by the original miners who shoveled 
by hand. The two younger miners, who were partners, bragged that they were work-
ing a claim that wasn't theirs. But it was all right, they said, since the owners had 
not returned in many years and couldn't be located. They intended to stake their 
claim officially when they left in late August, after the freeze set in, when placer min-
ing would become impossible. 
When asked why he toted a .44 Magnum, one answered sullenly, "It's a way of life?' 
The other partner snickered, "In case we meet any bears!" Then the three pulled out 
their enormous guns, pointed them at one another, and had a mock gunfight around 
the table. The wine kept flowing. 
From their jacket pockets they pulled dull-yellow nuggets that were larger than any 
sold in the jewelry stores of Fairbanks or Anchorage. They showed them off in Las 
Vegas, where they wintered, they boasted. In Nevada the nuggets had power: they 
convinced some women to be the miners' constant companions (they wore T-shirts 
proclaiming "Nuggets for Nookie"). The nuggets also convinced other gamblers that 
the stakes could get high. 
The very thought of grubby gold miners in the Space Age fascinated Tom and Frank, 
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w h o  s a t  f o r  a n  h o u r  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s .  T h e  m i n e r s  a n s w e r e d  a n d  j o k e d  a m o n g  t h e m -
s e l v e s  a n d  d r a n k  m o r e  w i n e .  T h e n  o n e  a s k e d  i f  t h e  t o u r i s t s  f r o m  t h e  B i g  C i t y  w o u l d  
c a r e  t o  g o  b a c k  w i t h  t h e m  a n d  s e e  h o w  t h e y  p l a c e r - m i n e d - r a n  w a t e r  o v e r  g r a v e l  u n t i l  
g o l d  d u s t  o r  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  n u g g e t  s e t t l e d .  
W i t h o u t  a  m o m e n t ' s  t h o u g h t ,  t h e  t w o  m e n  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  t h e y  s u r e  w o u l d  a n d  
t o l d  h i m  t h e y ' d  g o  t e l l  t h e i r  w i v e s  t h a t  t h e y ' d  b e  g o n e  f o r  a b o u t  a n  h o u r  o r  s o .  O n e  
m i n e r ,  t h e  o l d e s t  o n e ,  s a i d  i n  a  c o m m a n d i n g  v o i c e ,  " N o ,  b r i n g  t h e m  a l o n g : '  
L e s l i e  a n d  E l a i n e  w e r e  a  l i t t l e  b e w i l d e r e d  w h e n  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  e x p l a i n e d  w h a t  t h e y  
w e r e  d o i n g  a n d  w e r e  a m a z e d  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  t o l d  t o  c l i m b  u p  i n t o  t h e  c a b  o f  a  d i r t y  
o l d  A r m y  s u r p l u s  t r u c k  p a r k e d  b e h i n d  t h e  l o d g e .  T o m  a n d  F r a n k  w o u l d  r i d e  i n  t h e  
o p e n  b a c k  o f  t h e  t r u c k .  T h e  t w o  y o u n g e r  m i n e r s ,  t h e  w i l d e y e d  b l a c k b e a r d  a n d  t h e  
b e a r i s h  h e a v y  o n e ,  g o t  i n t o  a  n e w  f l a t b e d  t r u c k .  B o t h  t r u c k s  w e r e  s o o n  r a c i n g  d o w n  
a n  u n m a r k e d ,  b u m p y  g r a v e l  r o a d  i n t o  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s .  
L e s l i e  h a d  t h i s  f e e l i n g  i n  h e r  s t o m a c h  t h a t  s h e  m u s t  b e  c r a z y  t o  b e  d o i n g  t h i s .  E l a i n e  
j u s t  l o o k e d  a h e a d .  O n l y  i f  t h e y  s h o u t e d  c o u l d  t h e y  b e  h e a r d  a b o v e  t h e  t r u c k ' s  e n g i n e  
n o i s e .  
T h e  b u m p y  r i d e  t o o k  t h e m  t h r o u g h  t h e  m o s t  r e m o t e  l a n d  th~y h a d  b e e n  i n  d u r i n g  
t h e i r  t h r e e  w e e k s '  w i l d e r n e s s  t r i p .  L e s l i e  k e p t  w o n d e r i n g  w h a t  w o u l d  h a p p e n  i f  t h e  
t r u c k  g o t  a  f l a t  t i r e  o r  r a n  o u t  o f  g a s  o r  b r o k e  d o w n ;  o r ,  i f  t h e  m i n e r s  t h r e w  t h e i r  
h u s b a n d s  o f f  t h e  t r u c k  a n d  a b d u c t e d  t h e m .  S h e  d e c i d e d  s h e  h a d  s e e n  t o o  m u c h  T V  
b a c k  h o m e .  
A f t e r  r i d i n g  t h u s  f o r  a b o u t  h a l f  a n  h o u r ,  t h e y  p l u m m e t e d  i n t o  a  g r a v e l  v a l l e y  b i s e c t e d  
b y  a  m a d l y  d a s h i n g  r i v e r  a n d  e n c i r c l e d  b y  g e n t l e  h i l l s .  H e r e  a n d  t h e r e  a n  i s o l a t e d  
m o b i l e  h o m e  m a r k e d  a  m i n e r ' s  c a m p .  E a c h  c a m p ,  t o o ,  h a d  i t s  m a c h i n e  f o r  d r e d g i n g  
t h e  g r a v e l  a n d  w a s h i n g  g o l d  d u s t  f r o m  i t .  
T h e  t r u c k s  s t o p p e d  a t  t h e  f i r s t  m i n i n g  c a m p  a n d  a l l  g o t  o u t  t o  c h a t  w i t h  a  g r i z z l e d ,  
r o u n d  m a n  w h o  t o l d  t h e m  h e  h a d  l e f t  t h e  c i v i l i z a t i o n  o f  N e w  E n g l a n d  t w o  d e c a d e s  
a g o .  H e  o f f e r e d  h i s  v i s i t o r s  w h i s k e y  f r o m  a  b o t t l e ,  w h i c h  t h e  m i n e r s  a c c e p t e d ,  a n d  
t h e y  o f f e r e d  h i m  m a r i j u a n a  f r o m  a  p l a s t i c  b a g ,  w h i c h  h e  d e c l i n e d .  
A f t e r  t h e  m i n e r s  c o m p a r e d  n u g g e t s  f r o m  t h e i r  , p o c k e t s ,  t h e  f o u r  w e r e  t o l d  t o  g e t  
b a c k  i n  t h e  t r u c k .  L e s l i e  s h o u t e d  a  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  g o  b a c k ,  b u t  t h e  d r i v e r  s a i d  
h e  w a n t e d  t o  c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  a n d  v i s i t  s o m e  o t h e r  f r i e n d s .  
A s  t h e  t w o  t r u c k s  c r o s s e d  t h e  w i d e ,  f a s t - r u n n i n g  r i v e r  o f  m o u n t a i n  m e l t - o f f ,  L e s l i e  
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  o t h e r  w a y  t o  g e t  f r o m  o n e  b a n k  t o  t h e  o t h e r .  T h e r e  w a s  
n o  b r i d g e ;  t h e  w a t e r  w a s  t o o  c o l d  a n d  t h e  c u r r e n t  w a s  t o o  f a s t  f o r  a n y o n e  t o  w a l k  
o r  s w i m  a c r o s s .  
T h i s  l a r g e r  c a m p  h a d  t h r e e  m o b i l e  h o m e s  a n d  a  h u g e  d r e d g i n g  m a c h i n e ,  r u n  b y  
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several miners who had given up the conventional life of business and profession (and 
families) in the Lower 48 for the frontier life of liquor, guns, and isolation. The center 
of their lives was gold. Leslie realized that this was not so different from the Klondike 
of '98. 
The miners swapped drinks for marijuana: wine swigged from a jug ovet the shoul-
der; pot smoked from a cigarette taken from a plastic bag in a breast pocket. Nuggets 
were compared. 
The miner with the black beard told the others about recently entertaining a big 
city couple staying at the lodge. He took a swig of wine, then dragged smoke from 
his joint. He laughed wickedly as he told how he had taken the couple to his mining 
camp. He had then driven the man back to the lodge as his partner, who reminded 
Leslie of a Teddy Bear, took the wife for a spin on a motorcycle. When they slid into 
a puddle of mud, she had cried, saying that her heels were ruined and that it was 
an experience she would never forget. They took her to the mobile home where she 
showered and spent a wild, tethered night of sex. 
"Hell, I gave her a nugget when I dropped her off at the lodge in the morning;' 
he winked. Leslie felt a chill bolt down her back. 
They were commanded to get back in the truck. This time they were bouncing 
over the gravel toward the duo's camp. Leslie shouted over the motor noise that she 
really thought they should be getting back, but the older miner said they must see 
his younger friends' set-up. 
It was the dirtiest camp in the small valley. Paint was peeling from the small, old 
mobile home. A pile of litter, mainly empty beer cans, was not far away. Another 
pile had the remains of old chairs and a file cabinet. And a third pile was broken 
glass, topped by a wooden target. 
The older miner had a beer with his friends and drove off, wishing the tourists 
luck. Leslie felt very stranded and very alone. Blackbeard and the Bear offered the 
four beer. The only one to accept was her husband, Tom. She shot him an angry 
glance, and he quickly shook his head as if telling her to shut up. 
As they stood around the open door to the dark mobile home and were introduced 
to a pale, downcast young woman, he called his cook, whom they recognized as a 
maid at the lodge. Blackbeard leered at Leslie as he guzzled beer and inhaled drugged 
smoke. When she asked why he used marijuana, he said he learned to use it in Viet 
Nam. Ten years before, while working on the big pipeline on the tundra, he found, 
he said, that "It helps make this life easier. I don't take shit from anyone!' 
The Bear came by, beer can in one hand, Magnum in the other. 
" How about some target practice;' he suggested. 
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" S u r e ,  w h y  n o t ; '  h i s  p a r t n e r  a n s w e r e d .  
T h e y  a s k e d  t h e i r  n e w  b u d d y ,  T o m ,  t o  t h r o w  u p  o n e  e m p t y  w i n e  b o t t l e  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  
i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p i l e  o f  b r o k e n  g l a s s .  H e  w a s  h a p p y  t o  o b l i g e .  T h a t  m a d e  L e s l i e  
a n g r y .  H e r  a n g e r  t u r n e d  t o  f e a r  a s  t h e  t w o  m i n e r s  f i r e d  t h e i r  h u g e  h a n d  w e a p o n s  
a t  b o t t l e s  i n  t h e  a i r ,  t h e n  a t  t h e  t a r g e t .  T h e i r  b u l l e t s  d i d  n o t  e v e n  c o m e  c l o s e .  F r u s -
t r a t e d ,  t h e y  b e g a n  s h o o t i n g  a t  b e e r  c a n s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  a t  g u l l s  s o a r i n g  o v e r -
h e a d .  S h e  r e a l i z e d  t h e n  h o w  h i g h  t h e y  w e r e  o n  a l c o h o l  a n d  m a r i j u a n a .  " W h a t  w i l l  
b e  t h e i r  n e x t  s p o r t ? "  s h e  t h o u g h t .  " W i l l  i t  b e  m e ,  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  w o m a n  w h o m  t h e y  
i n v i t e d  t o  v i s i t ? "  
E l a i n e ' s  h a n d  t i g h t l y  g r i p p e d  h e r s .  S h e  n e r v o u s l y  w h i s p e r e d ,  " H o w  a r e  w e  g o i n g  
t o  g e t  o u t  o f  h e r e ?  W e  c a n ' t  w a l k  b a c k : '  
" I ' l l  t a l k  t o  T o m ; '  L e s l i e  w h i s p e r e d .  H e  a n d  F r a n k  w e r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  g u n s  w i t h  
t h e  m i n e r s ,  w h o  w e r e  n o t  v e r y  c a r e f u l  a b o u t  w h e r e  t h e y  p o i n t e d  t h e i r s .  S h e  s i d l e d  
o v e r  a n d  g e n t l y  p u l l e d  h i s  a r m .  
A s  t h e y  w a l k e d  a w a y ,  s h e  t o l d  h i m  s h e  w a s  f r i g h t e n e d  a n d  t h a t  s h e  w a n t e d  t o  g e t  
b a c k  t o  t h e  l o d g e .  H e  t o l d  h e r ,  " Y o u  c a n ' t  r u s h  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  T h e s e  f r o n t i e r s m e n  a r e  
v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c .  T h e y  d o  t h i n g s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w a n t  t o ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  a n y o n e  t e l l s  
t h e m  t o .  T h i s  i s n ' t  t h e  c i t y ,  y o u  k n o w .  I  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  p r o v o k e  t h e m ,  s o  I ' m  k e e p i n g  
t h e m  t a l k i n g .  B e  p a t i e n t : '  
S h e  w a l k e d  o v e r  t o  E l a i n e  a s  h e  r e j o i n e d  t h e  g l a s s y - e y e d  m i n e r s  n o w  s i t t i n g  o n  m i l k  
b o x e s .  S h e  c o u l d  o v e r h e a r  t h e m  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  " d o i n g  c o k e "  i n  S o u t h  A m e r i c a  a n d  
o p i u m  i n  I n d i a .  T h e  s u n  h a d  l o n g  a g o  s l i p p e d  b e h i n d  t h e  m o u n t a i n  t o p s ,  a n d  s h e  
t h o u g h t  o f  w a l k i n g  a w a y  n o w  s o  s h e  c o u l d  b e  b a c k  a t  t h e  l o d g e  b e f o r e  t h e  s t a r s  c a m e  
o u t .  T h e n  s h e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h e  s w i f t  r i v e r  a n d  f e l t  a  c h i l l  a s  b e a d s  o f  p e r s p i r a t i o n  
w e t  h e r  h a i r l i n e .  
S h e  a n d  E l a i n e  s a t  d o w n  o n  s o m e  d i s c a r d e d  f u r n i t u r e  i n  d e s p a i r .  T h e y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
t h e y  w e r e  h o s t a g e s ;  n o t  p o l i t i c a l  h o s t a g e s  i n  a  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r y  b u t  h o s t a g e s  n o n e t h e -
l e s s .  E l a i n e  a s k e d  h e r  h o a r s e l y  w h a t  r a n s o m  t h e s e  p o t h e a d s  w o u l d  a s k .  C e r t a i n l y  n o t  
g o l d !  A n d  f r o m  w h o m ?  
M o r e  q u e s t i o n s  r a c e d  t h r o u g h  h e r  b r a i n :  " H o w  h y s t e r i c a l  w i l l  I  g e t  w h e n  B l a c k -
b e a r d  f o r c e s  m e  i n t o  t h e  m o b i l e  h o m e ?  I s n ' t  m y  l i f e  w o r t h  a  f e w  h o u r s  o f  s u r r e n d e r ,  
e v e n  t o  t h e s e  s e x - s t a r v e d  d r u g g i e s ?  H o w  d o  I  k n o w  I  w i l l  g e t  o u t  a l i v e ,  e v e n  a f t e r  t h a t ? "  
S h e  l o o k e d  a r o u n d  a t  t h e  h i l l s  a n d  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  b e y o n d  a n d  r e m i n d e d  h e r s e l f  
t h a t  n o  o n e  w o u l d  e v e r  f i n d  t h e m ,  o r  t h e i r  r e m a i n s .  T h e y  w e r e  i n  t r u e  w i l d e r n e s s !  
H o w  i r o n i c  t o  c o m e  t o  s u c h  a  v i o l e n t  e n d  i n  t h i s  r e m o t e ,  p e a c e f u l  v a l l e y .  
T h e  B e a r  t o l d  F r a n k  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  s p e n d  t h e  n i g h t  a t  c a m p  a n d  g e t  a  g e n u i n e  
w i l d e r n e s s  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e  h u s b a n d s  m u m b l e d  s o m e t h i n g .  B l a c k b e a r d  p o s t u r e d  m e n a c -
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ingly at Tom, looked at the women and said they may all as well resign themselves, 
because there was no way they'd get back in the dark on their own. Weren't they 
grateful guests? 
Leslie and Elaine clung to each other, whispering about men's stupidity. They had 
no business coming to the camp. Maybe this was a nightmare and they'd wake in 
their own beds at home. Tom came over to the women to tell them they were "invited" 
to stay the night. Leslie told him he was crazy, that they'd be attacked and he and 
Frank would be shot. Their orphaned children would never know what had hap-
pened to their parents. No one would. He should tell the miners to take them back 
to the lodge-now! 
Tom shook his head and said he'd try, but he wasn't hopeful. Leslie looked at the 
fast-darkening Alaskan sky: the first star was out. Her heart jumped into a sprint. 
Tom went back to the tiny trailer. Through its window came the bright light of 
a kerosene lamp and loud voices of the men. 
The summer air was suddenly cold. Leslie and Elaine huddled as they waited for 
a miracle. They were resolved to what would be; they wanted only to be able to leave 
alive and in not too much pain. 
They looked up to see Tom hovering over them. There was an urgent, serious edge 
to his voice as he said, "Come on! Now!" He took Leslie's hand and pulled her to 
her feet. Now she knew what the ransom was and to whom it would be paid! 
Her knees shook as Tom pulled her toward the kerosene light. She tried to delay 
as much as possible. "How could you?" she hissed. 
"Take it easy;' he said, pulling her past the trailer toward the truck. "We're goirig 
back. Just don't say anything:' She looked back to see Frank and Elaine following. 
The ride back on the primitive, darkened mountain road was harrowing. But that 
fright was more welcome than the fright Leslie had felt at the camp. 
The truck pulled up to the lodge, next to the surplus Army truck. They got out 
and ran to their rooms. Leslie glanced back to see the two miners sheepishly walk 
up to the young women who ran the lodge. The two women gave them icy stares, 
then shouted after the two couples that dinner was waiting. 
In their tiny room, Tom related to Leslie that his ace-in-the-hole was the third miner, 
who had left the camp before them. Tom had suggested that the miner was probably 
having dinner at the lodge. Blackbeard and Bear became upset at the thought of his 
being alone with the two women. It was then that they declared, "We're going back:' 
Someone won, Leslie thought, as Tom lay sleeping next to her in their pitch black 
motel room. They were in room number two. Room number one was occupied by 
the staff. Its headboard was being rhythmically pounded into the thin wall by its wildly 
fornicatin€ 
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f o r n i c a t i n g  o c c u p a n t s .  
T h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g ,  l o o k i n g  o u t  t h e  b u s  w i n d o w  a t  s h e e p  i n  t h e  f a r  o f f  m o u n t a i n s ,  
L e s l i e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  n o t  m u c h  h a d  c h a n g e d  o n  t h e  A l a s k a n  f r o n t i e r  i n  a l m o s t  a  c e n -
t u r y .  T h a t  w h i t e - c a p p e d  m o u n t a i n  s t i l l  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  b r o a d ,  w i l d  v a l l e y .  B r i g h t  g o l d  
s t i l l  d o m i n a t e d  s c u m m y  w i l d  m e n ,  w h o  p l a c e d  i t s  v a l u e  a b o v e  h u m a n  d i g n i t y .  
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